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Across the Virtual/ Physical Boundaries: Reconceptualising of

Human, Medium and Space of Flow

Kengchung KONG
Kueifang PANG

Abstract

In the current era of information flow, "space” is not a fixed place, but it is virtual
and mobile network. This study quotes Don Ihde's "human-technology-world" theoretical
framework to understand how technology, such as cell phones, changes or sustains
human-spatial relationships in the practice of everyday life. This study takes a mobile
game "Pokémon Go™ which through a combination of "location-based service"(LBS) as
an example, and interview a number of players to explore the relationship of lhde’s
framework "player - mobile - space"”, to explore how do people interact with virtual
games when they play games using mobile devices. This study found that the
interpretation of space and people's imagination interconnected, so that the virtual world
and the real world parallel to the media in the intermediary of the player's perception
experience. Moreover, the player's understanding of the place is constantly changing,
"the player - (cell phone - space)" relationship, providing the power to reshape the
geography of the story.

Keywords: space of flows, cyberspace, mobile device, Pokémon GO, location

awareness, location-based service
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