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Abstract

The summer vacation lives of Taiwan’s children have a significant urban-
rural gap, but this issue has rarely gained any attention. According to past studies, more
than 50% of urban children learn some kind of skills and talents during the summer
vacation, while only 24% of the rural children would do the same. The proportion of
urban children travelling abroad during summer vacation is even three times of that of
the rural children. In view of this, this study selected students and teachers of Lanyu as
the object, looking to explore the summer lives of Tao youngsters therein.

This study mainly adopts the qualitative interviews method while being
supplemented with quantitative-descriptive statistical analysis. Firstly, this study
explores what the summer vacation lives of students in Tao are like, as well as the ethnic
culture meaning of summer vacations for Tao children. Then, this study would explore
the particularity of family life and educational resources for Tao students who live in a
remote island, and what the restriction will be for future education development locally.

This study finds that the summer vacation is also peak tourist season for Lanyu,
so the local parents are very busy and lack the time to make learning arrangements for
their children. Most students would spend their summer vacations working part-time,
helping out their family to do business or playing. According to the analysis on the
questionnaire feedbacks of this study, as many as 78% of high school students have the
experiences of working during the summer vacation and with almost no other learning
arrangements, thus the learning loss during summer vacation is obvious. Meanwhile, in
terms of cultural learning, the study finds that the summer vacation has various degrees
of cultural inheritance functions under different living arrangements, and the instability
of the family structure is the root cause of local cultural losses. Lastly, this study also
finds that the education development in Lanyu is limited by the pay structure of teachers
and ethnic culture differences. It is concluded that Lanyu should actively train more
local teachers in the future while deep plowing the local culture as its future

development goal.

Keywords: Lanyu, summer vacation, learning loss, tao, cultural heritage, family

structure, educational stratification
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