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Abstract

The goal of this research is to examine whether children’s attitude toward
supporting their parents has changed over time. This research contained two
variables, accepting supports from parents or giving supports to parents. Social
changing research questionnaire data from 1990, 1995, 2001, 2005 and 2010
were adopted through stratified random sampling in this research. Based on the
content of the questionnaires, accepting supports from parents included
arranging one’s future living expenses and housing, and giving supports to
parents included arranging one’s parents’ future living expenses and housing.
Researchers used analysis of correlation to see the correlation between two
variables, then used chi-square and crosstab tests to see the data distribution
and lastly, used multiple regression analysis to find out the influential factor
while holding other variables constant.

Research results showed that attitudes toward supporting parents or
accepting supports from parents changed over time. Besides time, individual’s
background also changed this attitude. For example, with higher education,
parents rely less on their children or one with different religion backgrounds
may have different attitudes toward this issue. Therefore, this research suggested
that government should provide more comprehensive system for elders in the
future as the results showed that parents rarely rely on their children for living
expense or housing. This trend may lead to issue such as burdens for elders living
alone or taking care of themselves without supports. The pattern of how children
give supports to their parents is also worth discussing.
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