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Abstract

The research is set in the author’ s contradictory experience of being
a Matsu people or a Mainlander. The Matsu is one of the minority groups
in Taiwan, they speak in Foochowese and live nearby China. However, they
are controlled and belonged to Taiwan actually. In the past, because of
the implementation of Civil Affairs Military Government and the limit of
external transport, people inMatsudidn’ t have much more living choices.
They used to earn their fortune by fishing. But due to the overfishing
and the continuous outflows in Matsu population, fishing industry
declines in the late of 1980s. People in Matsu not only lost their
interests to the ocean, but also became much harder to make a living.
Therefore, “move to Taiwan” becomes the only way for them.

In 1949, after losing control of mainland China following the Chinese
civil war, the ROC government under the KMT withdrew to Taiwan. Since the
influx of a large number of the population, the numbers of population in
male are much higher than in female. And it results: Males in lower
socioeconomic status tend to have ethnic intermarriage than higher
socioeconomic status. When lots of Matsu people with those similar
features moved to Taiwan, how would their marriage be? This article using
snow sampling and in-depth interview with eight Matsu people will
practice an exploratory research on the reason why they came, their
choosing spouse in marriage, and the living they have currently. The main
research findings are as follows: (1) the migration of Matsu people is
affected by not only economic factor, but also the trend of the times;
(2) Matsu people in Taiwan are not as united as before; (3) base on the
difficulty of partner choosing, they look for the Matsu no longer as eager
as before; (4) on marital adjustment, un-exogamy group is better than
exogamy group; and among of exogamy group, male is better than female at
the beginning; (5) on the thought of return to their homeland- Matsu, male
1s higher than female, and exogamy is uninfluential.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_civil_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_civil_war
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