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Abstract
This article takes the theory of cultural hegemony as a tool for

analysis. And we explored the changes of the curriculum of Hong Kong high
school history subject under the regime of China after the handover of
Hong Kong sovereignty in 1997. Was the content of textbooks adjusted? Was
United Kingdom still influential? How to annotate the orientation of Hong
Kong, China and the World under the regime of China? The research was
mainly conducted by content analysis. We compared the detailed outline
of Hong Kong high school history subject under different regimes, China
and the United Kingdom. And we compared different editions of history
textbooks which published after 1997, the year of handover of Hong Kong
sovereignty.

The research finds that the former British Hong Kong government
controlled the high school history textbooks under the rule of a schema
and textbook review system. And they established a set of history
curriculum in orientalism perspective. After the handover of sovereignty,
the Hong Kong Government undertook the above model and established a new
set of hegemony to replace the former model. The main content of the new
hegemony took China-centralism to debase the Western and to enthrone China
as well as the Asia, educating a new generation to the point of view of
the Oriental world. Among them, there were anti-colonial, anti-Japanese
and anti-Western slant. And Hong Kong was described as an inalienable part
of China inside the curriculum. Meanwhile, hegemony did not completely
suppress local and Western perspectives. It absorbed part of the culture
of minority making the textbook not to be too pro-China.

Keywords: hegemony, textbooks, secondary education
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