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Abstract

The studies of Achondroplasia in the past mostly focus on the illness of
the patients, and rarely pay attention to social obstacles that the patients would
confront. Due to shorter heights, the patients would face limitations, in terms
of career, marriage, and so on.

This study uses stigia, an essay written by Erving Goffman, to analyze
circumstances and social interactions that a patient of Achondroplasia would face.
Patients of Achondroplasia are discredited, which means that they cannot hide
their stigma feature; in this case - their height. Since their stigmatized feature
is so visible, the patients would have to learn specific interaction methods, or
use passing strategies during social interactions.

People who have spoiled identities would undergo a process called moral
career, which leads to the final acceptance of their spoiled identities; for instance,
they join in-group. The members of in-groups share and accept their spoiled
identities. The shared identity allows the members to obtain strength and engage
in social movements , which make their circumstances better. However, not
everyone who has spoiled identity can eventually accept his or hers own identity.

They may try to normalize or see themselves as a normal person.

Keyword : stigma - Achondroplasia - identity - social interaction - moral career
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