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Abstract

In the Global North, post-Christianity has become a common phenomenon. Since the
1960s, the number of its mainline Protestant church attendants has suffered a gradual but
long-term decline. People who are statistically counted as church members but actually
detached from church are termed post-Christians.

The prefix “post-" could be misleading. One is tempted to imagine that post-Christians
would only appear in a formerly Christianized society. Statistics have shown, however, that
the opposite is true: it is not only possible but also common for post-Christians to emerge
even in a pre-Christian state. In this paper I will discover some of the reasons behind this
phenomenon. Through interviewing 11 people in Taiwan who once defined themselves as
church-attending Christians but have left the church, I will demonstrate multiple factors
and situations that influence their Christian identity, church attendance, and their
relationship with the larger society. My thesis is that post-Christian phenomenon in Taiwan
cannot be explained by secularization—as it is frequently done in the Global North—but

can be partially explained by another kind of force—modernization.

Keywords: Pre-Christian states, Post-Christian, Christian outside the church,

Modernization, Church Culture Circle, Life narrative
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