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Abstract

The petrochemical industry is one of the most economically important
industries in Taiwan, and the Sixth Naphtha Cracking Plant in Yunlin County
is amajor leader in the industry. Nevertheless, with the rising awareness
of environmental protection in recent years, people in Taiwan have begun
to realize that the petrochemical industry is, in fact, bringing
irreversible impact to the environment. Therefore, when we enjoy the
economic benefits brought by the industry, we often neglect that these
benefits are created at the cost of the lives of those who reside near

the cracking plant.

Some residents in Mailiao, Yunlin, work in the naphtha cracking plant
for a living. In other words, despite the fact that the petrochemical
industry brings about a variety of risks to their health, it is still
undeniable that they are highly dependent on the industry. Thus, this paper
seeks to interview these people to find out how they interact with their
families and the community when they are faced with the hard choice between
environmental protection and their personal interests. The findings show
that these people tend to decide on whether to follow the safety
instruction, based on the length of time that they are exposed to hazardous
working conditions. Also, their ranks in the company also affect their
decision on whether to follow the instruction or not. When asked of the
harm that the industry may bring to one’ s health and the environment,
the interviewees tend to justify these potential risks. On the other hand,
the interviewees  family members generally hold a positive attitude
toward their jobs at the naphtha cracking plant because, in their minds,
fat paycheck and stability basically trump the risks that these jobs may
bring about. Ironically, when asked about the participants of some recent
environmental protests, the interviewees tend to attribute their

participation to factors such as money and political reasons.
Key words: the Sixth Naphtha Cracking Plant in Mailiao, Petrochemical

industry, Health risks, Environmental pollution, Family relationships,

Community networks
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