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Abstract

This paper has taken Meinong Earthquake, February 6" 2016, as an
example, and done a content analysis on 580 disaster reports of
CTITV, in order to find how people’ s fear diffused as the number of
News reports floated and discussions grew fast after the earthquake
happened, and also to find what role media played in the high risk
society. The research showed the fact that the number of reports and
the focus of the issues changed easily reflected how people cared
about the disasters. It also showed that media tended to blame
natural disasters on people. Moreover, it seemed that people’ s
desire for knowledge for related fields and their reliance on experts
could solve the fear of risks. However, in fact, people turned to
face a more severe uncertainty. Furthermore, after examining the
government’ s actions, the research claimed that media had the
ability of simplifying Social Complexity after the earthquake, and
also mentioned the paradox of policies in the high risk society.
Finally, the research found media could make up disasters and build
collective memories among the public. Therefore, the more often
people paid attention to disaster news, the more possibly their
emotions changed as the issues floated, and their fear never
disappeared.

Keywords : Disasterology, disaster communication, disaster reports,
television news, risk society
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