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College students’ cognitive attitudes toward the elderly:

The independent influence and interaction between

department backgrounds and living experiences.
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College students’ cognitive attitudes toward the elderly:
The independent influence and interaction between

department backgrounds and living experiences.
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Abstract

This study aimed to understand the college students’ cognitive
attitudes toward the elderly that was in what way by the influence of
different professional background and life experience. The datawere
collected paper-based questionnaires,supplemented by the Internet
questionnaires using quantization survey method , and SPSS for windows
21 software to sort out and analyze the data.

According to the website of Ministry of Education announced the
public and private universities and colleges 3:4 proportion, adopting the
way by quota sampling to select north college’s students as the study
object,and the final consisted of 170 people.

The mainly findings were as follows:
1.College students who had a well interaction degree with their elder in
their childhood hold a more positive attitude on the elderly.
2.Different professional backgrounds, gender, family patterns, total
monthly household income, (sub) culture of college students was no
significant difference in the overall attitude of the elderly.
3.Foreign students who came from"Asian culture" than "non-Asian
culture"hold a more positive attitude on the elderly .
4.College students who came from non-social science background but
had the studying experience of social science courses (minor, double
major, program) hold a more positive attitude on the elderly .

Key words: college student,oldpeople,aging,attitude,cognition,professional
background,life experience
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Appendix 2: Questionnaire
A Survey about College Students’ Cognitive Attitudes toward the Elderly

Dear Participants:

Thank you for sparing some time to help complete this questionnaire. This is a
research questionnaire about college students’ cognitive attitudes toward the elderly.
Our goal is to understand whether and how college students’ different department
backgrounds and living experiences influence their cognitive attitudes toward the
elderly. The findings will help develop age-friendly intervention programs, eliminate
college students’ general negative stereotype toward the elderly, and improve the
elderly’s mental & physical welfare in our society. Your answers will be strictly
protected by Personal Information Protection Act and used only for academic
research. The questionnaire consists of four sections, and please answer the
questions as honestly and thoroughly as possible.

Thank you again for your cooperation. Best Wishes!

Department of Sociology, Fu Jen Catholic University
Advisor: Dr. Weng, Chih-Yuan
Researcher: Wang,Yu-Chi

Section One: Experiences of interacting with the elders
Part1:

1. This part puts emphasis on your impression in childhood of your grandparents.
2. There’s no correct answer, and please circle the most suitable number for you.
3. If you agree with the description on the “right” side more, please circle the
number close to “7”.
4. If you agree with the description on the “left” side more, please circle the number
close to “1”.
For Example: My impression in childhood of grandparents was...
Sicklyl. 2 3 4 5 6 7 Lively
—If you agree with the description “Lively” more, circle the number close to “7”.
E.g.Sicklyl 2 3 4 5 6 (D Lively

or 1 2 3 4 567

or 1 23 466 7
—If you agree with the description “Sickly”” more, circle the number close to “1”.
E.g.Sicklyl 2 ® 4 5 6 7 Lively

or 1®3 4 5 6 7

or ® 2 3 4 5 6 7

My impression in childhood of grandparents was...
1.Sickly 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Lively
2. Pessimistic 1 2 3 45 6 7 Optimistic
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3. Wasteful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Thrifty

4. Indifferent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Gentle

5. Dull 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Agile

6. Childish 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Mature

7. Silent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Talkative

8. With limited mobility 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Moving normally
9. Selfish 1 Selfless

10. Unlearned 1 Learned

11. Hot-tempered 1 Good-natured

12. Insecure 1

13. Immersed in memories1 Living in the present
14. Stubborn 1
15.Socially Awkward 1

Part 2:

Flexible

Sociable

2 3 4 5 6 7
2 3 4 5 6 7
2 3 4 5 6 7
2 3 4 5 6 7 Secure
2 3 4 5 6 7
2 3 4 5 6 7
2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Please answer the following questions honestly. You don’t have to consider what

you shoud do or other people might do.

2. The elderly here means those who are over the age of 65.
3. There’s no correct answer. Please choose the most suitable one and check the[ .

1. Have you ever joined service clubs established for the elderly?

[ INo (Go to the second question) [ 1Yes (The amount is )
2. Have you ever been a volunteer?

[INo (Go ahead to the fourth question)_]Yes

3. How often do you be a volunteer and dedicate yourself to the activities?

[ ]Seldom [ ]Sometimes | [ ]Often [ JAlways
(less than 1 (about (about 3-4 (more than 5
time per 1-2times per | times per time per
month) month) month) month)

4. Have you ever studiedsome courses related to ageing or interaction with the elderly?
[ INo (Go to the thirdpart) [ IYes (The amountis ___ )

Section Two: Cognitive attitude measuring scales toward the elders
Part 3:

1. This part puts emphasis on your attitude and cognition toward the elders over the

age of 65, and is divided into three topics.

2. There’s no correct answer, and please circle the most suitable number for you.

First: Generally, I think the behavior and physical condition of the elderly over the
age of 65 is...
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1.Forgetful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Remindful

2. Weak 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Healthy

3. Slow 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Well-executed

4. Messy 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Neat

5. ill-dressed 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Well-dressed

Second: Generally, I think the mental and cognitive condition of the elderly over the
age of 65 is...

1. Solemn 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Humorous

2. Conservative 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Innovative

3. Dependent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Independent

4. Boastingby seniority 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Notboastingby seniority
5. Indifferent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Benevolent

6. Unpleasant 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Pleasant

7. Afraid of death 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Notafraid of death

8. Adoptingyoungstyle 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Notadopting young style
9.Calculating 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Notcalculating

10. Unhappy 1 2 3 5 6 7 Happy

4
Third: Generally, I think the social and economic safety condition of the elderly over

the age of 65 is...

1. Poor 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Rich

2. Easy to be defrauded 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Noteasy to be defrauded
3. Wasteful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Notwasteful

4. Noteasy to getalongwithl 2 3 4 5 6 7  Easy to getalong with

5. Unrespectful 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Respectful

6. With low social status 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  With high social status

7. With bad family relation1 2 3 4 5 6 7 With good family relation
8. Without abilitytowork 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  Withability to work

9. Without social value 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Withsocial value

10. Not diplomatic 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Diplomatic

Part 4: Interaction with Taiwanese Peers
1. What is the percentage of your Taiwanese friends after you come to Taiwan?

[ JUnder 10%[_]JAbout 20%-30%[_|JAbout40%-50%[ [More than 50%

2. How often do you have a meal with Taiwan classmates/friends in school meal time?
[ INever [ |Seldom(less than 1 time per week) [ JSometimes(1-2 times per week)
[1Often(3-4 times per week) [ |JAlways(5 times or more per week)

3. How often do you go out with Taiwan classmates/friends?

[ INever [ |Seldom(1-2 times per month) [ JSometimes(3-4 times per month)

[ 1Often(5-6 times month) [ JAlways(6 times or more per month)
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4. In daily life, do you use social software (Line, Facebook, twitter...etc) or chat and
interact with Taiwan classmates/friends after class?

[ INever [ |Seldom(less than 1 time per week) [ JSometimes(1-2 times per week)
[1Often(3-4 times per week) [ _|Always(5 times or more per week)

5. How is your Chinese level?

Listening Speaking

Excellent | Good | Average | Fair | Poor | Excellent | Good | Average Fair Poor
Reading Writing

Excellent | Good | Average | Fair Poor | Excellent | Good | Average Fair Poor

Part 5: Personal Background

1. Gender [ |Male[ |Female

2. Identity [ IGeneral students [ JInternational students (including exchange
students)[_|Handicapped students

3. Year[_|Freshman[_|Sophomore [ JJunior [ |Senior] |Else:

4. Collegel_]Liberal Arts[_]Science & Engineering [ |Foreign Languages

[ JHuman Ecology [ JLaw [ JCommunication[ ]JEducation [ [Medicine
[ ISocial Sciences [ ]Management [ ]JArts [ ]Else:

5. University[_|National[ |Private

6. Do you major, minor, or double major in courses related to social sciences?
[ 1Yes, [ [Minor[_|Double Majorin_____ department [ |No

[ IStudy in course

7. Living Status[_|[With Family [ JWith Relatives, Friends [ |Dormitory
[IRent off Campus [ |Else:

8. Family of Origin[_|Nuclear Family (Parents & Unmarried children)
[ IStem Family (Grandparents, parents & Unmarried children)
[_JExtended Family (Stem Family & other relatives)

[ ]Else:

9. Father’s Occupation (Choose the closest one)

[ lAgriculture, forestry, fishery, livestock industry, and non-skilled workers and
laborers (including workmates, guards, cleaners)

[IMechanics, machinery and equipment operators, clerks and salespersons (including
servers, housekeepers, cooks, and security personnel)

[]Administrators (including accounting jobs)

[ |Technicians and assistant professionals, teachers, social workers, and education,
law, administration, medicine, accounting, and business semi-professionals)

[ |Elected representatives, company executives, supervisors, managers, professionals
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(including school teachers, accountants, engineers, medical and legal professionals)

10. Mother’s Occupation (Choose the closest one)

[ JAgriculture, forestry, fishery, livestock industry, and non-skilled workers and
laborers (including workmates, guards, cleaners)

[ ]Mechanics, machinery and equipment operators, clerks and salespersons (including
servers, housekeepers, cooks, and security personnel)

[ JAdministrators (including accounting jobs)

[ |Technicians and assistant professionals, teachers, social workers, and education,
law, administration, medicine, accounting, and business semi-professionals)

[ |Elected representatives, company executives, supervisors, managers, professionals

(including school teachers, accountants, engineers, medical and legal professionals)

9. Father’s Educational Status

[_JJunior High or below[ ]Senior High, Vocational [ |University, Junior college

[ IMaster’s degree [ |Doctor’s degree

10. Mother’s Educational Status

[_JJunior High or below[_]Senior High, Vocational [ JUniversity, Junior college

[ IMaster’s degree [ |Doctor’s degree

11. What is your family gross monthly income around? (Just answer as you know)
[_JUnder 20,000 [_]20,001~40,000[_]40,001~55,000

[ 155,001~100,000[_]More than 100,000

12. What is your personal gross monthly income around within a year?

[_INone[ JUnder5000[_]5000-10000[_]10000-20000[_JUnder 20,000

[ ]20,001~40,000[_]40,001~55,000[_]55,001~100,000[_]More than 100,000

13. How long have you studied in Taiwan?

[ ]Less than 6 months [ ]1-2 years [ ]2-3 years [ |3-4 years [ |More than 4 years

14. Where were you born?

[ JAsia [ JEurope [ |North America [ |South America [ |Africa [ ]Oceania
15. Where was your father born?

[ JAsia [ JEurope [ |North America [ |South America [ |Africa [ ]Oceania
16. Where was your mother born?

[ JAsia [ JEurope [ |North America [ |South America [ |Africa [ ]Oceania

It is the end of this questionnaire. Thank you for your help!
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