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Abstract

Internet, Qingming Ancestral Ceremony, Family Relations, New Media

Since the 21st century, Convenient, fast, and popular online
operations give the opportunity to virtualize and networkize religious
ceremonies that originally required physical and face-to-face. When the
Internet is used as a medium in the field of religion, it also seems to
bring challenges to traditional rituals.

This article takes the mainland internet sacrificial platform "
TIANTANG Memorial Network" as an example to discuss the influence of
online sacrificial methods on the family-style Qingming ancestor
worship ceremony.

This study found that: 1. In TIANTANG Memorial Network, the age of
Internet worshippers is middle-aged , the objects of sacrifice are not
only ancestors, but also younger generations or friends, and even
celebrity idols, which expands the cultural meaning of ancestor worship
in Qingming. 2. As a virtual form of ancestor worship on the Internet,
compared with physical ancestor worship, it has the characteristics of
convenience, simplicity, and routine, and it will also have different
personal feelings. However, with the development of modern technology,
people’ s imagination of the afterlife has also changed, so network
operations can also meet the sacrificial needs to a certain extent.
Third, Internet ancestor worship breaks the traditional Qingming entity
ancestor worship model, which makes the power relationship of family
members in the process of ancestor worship turn into a level, the
collective is weakened and the personalization increases. But in the
same way, the message function of the Internet can also enable members
to express their opinions to each other, which is conducive to the
cohesion of family members to a certain extent.

The author hopes that through this research, readers will have a
better understanding of the role and influence of the Internet in
ancestor worship ceremonies, as well as a forward-looking exploration

of future Internet development and cross-field integration.
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