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Abstract

In recent years, no matter what aspects of rural areas, such as economy, social and
demography, have undergone great changes. The results of the aging of the labor
population and the decline of the industries are the low development of economy and a
sharp increase in the long-term care population. And the external pressure has a great
impact on the composition of local social relations. Those traditional Chinese rural
settlements which are grouped by blood relations and geographical relations have
obviously changed in quantity and quality. However, most of the traditional academic
literatures still regards rural communities as victims of economic transformation. This
research attempts to study rural communities from another perspective: First of all, how
do the residents of Chinese community in Taiwan restructure social networks to
promote community development? Second, how do the changing patterns of interaction
among residents influence the networks in the community? Third, and what reasons
causes networks in communities to be mobilized?

In the past, the research on network in Taiwan’s rural communities usually discussed
with the promotion of the development of the community caused by the networks
among people. However, these researches ignored the part that "non-human" actors are
also important in rural development. And how these residents are mobilized are often
based on the interactive process of their daily life. In addition, the literatures of these
social networks are mostly carried out in a quantitative way, therefore, this research will
be conducted with participatory investigation and in-depth interview of ethnography.
On the one hand, the researcher became one of the members in the rural communities
to observe closely the ways how the residents interacted and their daily dialogue in
community activities; on the other hand, the researcher conducted the semi-structured
in-depth interviews with cadres and relevant members of the community development
association. In the end, this research analyzes and discusses how the network is
established in rural communities, hoping that through this paper, people can explore
how the network in today's rural areas cause influence on the development of
community.

Keyword: rural studies ~ Actor-Network Theory ~ Community Development
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