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Abstract

In this paper, a correspondence experiment 1is conducted to
simulate the process of correspondence between the sender and the
recipient of a letter. Since the two parties do not know each other,
the process of writing a reply 1s tantamount to creating a virtual
social relationship: in the reply, the writer imagines his own
relationship with the other party, which involves how he understands
himself and how he imagines the other.

An identical letter sent to a different recipient receives a
different reply, from which the writer extracts his own meaning and
extends or replaces 1t. In writing, the writer has the ability to
create a seemingly intimate reply, even to someone they do not know.
[t is argued that in responding to a letter, the writer splits off a
person who appears to be the self and makes that person the subject of
the letter. The image of the sender presented in the text of the reply
1s also a projection of the writer’'s self, and the reply is thus a
response to another person as another self, another identity.

Although the medium of the letter has been declining in modern
society, the small-scale re-popularisation of the letter and the
incorporation of modern technology into new modes of transmission have
created an imaginary and real social relationship in which the writer
or speaker can conceive of the self and the situation through the
medium of the letter. It is also argued that the letter itself creates
contingencies of meaning, that what is linked behind the words is not
a stable and unchanging meaning, but a multitude of possibilities, and

that the letter is thus linked into an endless and shifting web of
v



meaning. This interpretation of meaning may provide a new direction

for future research into the medium of letters.

Key words: writing, correspondence, second-order observation, self
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