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Abstract

The question arises as to whether there exists a group of individuals like oneself, and
whether similar backgrounds lead to comparable developmental trajectories. This
study adopts the perspective of only children raised in single-parent families, with the
aim of exploring their growth experiences. Furthermore, it seeks to examine how
different parent-child gender combinations within single-parent households may result

in distinct advantages and challenges across various dimensions.
This study found that:

1. There is generally a high degree of correlation between respondents’ descriptions
of “home” and their main caregivers.

2. While variations may be observed across different parent—child gender
constellations, the overall effects are predominantly determined by individual-
level factors.

3. With changes in family structures, single-parent families are no longer a minority
group, and as a result, the phenomenon of stigmatization has undergone a shift.

4. While they value the idea of a complete family, most do not experience negative

emotions simply because they are only children from single-parent households.

Keywords: single-parent family, only child, developmental experiences, parent-child

relationship
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