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Abstract

This study aims to investigate if growing up in a single-parent family leads to
more adolescent deviant behavior, and if parent-child relationship matters within.
Three hypotheses were examined in this thesis. First, from adolescents ’perspective,
one’s own family structures have a significant impact on parent-child relationship.
Second, growing up in a single-parent family does not increase an adolescent’s
possibility to perform deviant behaviors than his/her counterparts. Last, compared
with the information provided from parents, the intergenerational relationship that
adolescent has perceived for his/her own parents has stronger impact on the
possibility of having records of deviant behavior. Data is from Taiwan Youth Project
(2001-2002).Quantitative analysis has shown that family structures have a
significant impact on parent-child relationship, and it is correspond with the first
hypothesis. In addition, adolescents from single-parent families have a more polarized
attitude about their relationships with parents, compared to the youth from nuclear
families. In fact, | have found that there is a gap between parents and their adolescent
children, and how they perceived their relationship. From children’s perspective,
father-child relationship has a greater impact than from maternal side. The analysis of
deviant behaviors also indicates that family structure might play a role. On the one
hand, adolescent from single-parent families are more likely to have “low-risk”
deviant behaviors. Yet on the other hand, there is no difference for “high-risk” deviant
behavior on family structure. Therefore, we should fight against such stigma and
stereotype that adolescent from single-parent families are problematic ones. Finally, I
found that parent-child relationship is significantly related to adolescents’ deviant
behavior, especially the parent-child relationship assessed by children. Therefore, |
conclude, if parents want to lower the possibility of their adolescent children’s
involvement with deviant behaviors, the best solution is to improve their parent-child
relationships. More importantly, the intergenerational relationship that the adolescent
has perceived matters much more than what his/her parents understands. This
preliminary study has provided a solid foundation for family researchers, policy
makers, and school teachers a basic and useful understanding as how family might
actually makes an impact on young people’s troubled time.

Keywords: single-parent families, youth, parent-child relations, deviant behavior
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