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Abstract

Hitch-hiking was an essential element of the sharing economy, in which the
mechanism of disintermediation plays a notable role. Given the absence of Internet
platforms and past reviews available to hitch-hikers, the trust mechanism does not
exist in hitch-hiking. Accordingly, this study examined how hitch-hikers and drivers
evaluate the risk of uncertainty and adjust psychologically when they engage in
hitch-hiking; how drivers decide to bring hitch-hikers into their travel momentarily
after seeing the hitch-hikers; and the views of hitch-hikers and drivers on the
stigmatization of hitch-hiking.

This study adopts secondary data analysis and in-depth interviews to collect
data. The data in literature in the past and mess media often exaggerated that
hitch-hiking is closely related to crimes such as rape and murder case and also put
stigma on it. However, after interviewing eight Hitch-Hikers in this study, we found
that among multiple hitch-hiking experiences, a majority of experiences were
claimed to be positive and wonderful. Hitch-hiking was more played as a way of
movement in daily life or ritual behaviors that can increase courage in their life
experience. In the other hand, we found that in this interview, the five car owners
also felt nervous and worried when strangers enter their space, even though they
are regarded as relatively dangerous people in hitch-hiking.

Keywords: Hitch-Hiking, stigma, sharing economy
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