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Abstract

With medical advancements in Taiwan, childhood cancer survival rates have risen
significantly. However, the illness is not merely an individual event but a life course
experience impacting the entire family. Adopting a sociological perspective, this
study uses purposive sampling and semi-structured interviews with adult survivors to

explore their illness experiences, identity construction, and social adaptation.

Findings indicate that childhood cancer involves "social continuity." In the family
system, roles restructure, and parents often shift to a "protection-oriented" attitude
post-recovery. While this prioritizes health and offers security, it can also impose
implicit constraints. Socially, survivors negotiate between "normal" and "abnormal"
identities, often employing "concealment" or "selective disclosure" to manage
potential stigma. Crucially, "time" facilitates resilience, allowing survivors to

reconstruct traumatic memories into self-narratives that transcend the illness.

This study notes that participants were generally stable with mild late effects, and the
research relies solely on personal perspectives, excluding family or medical
viewpoints and cases of mortality. Consequently, results may skew towards positive
experiences. Future research should encompass diverse roles and broader disease
stages to comprehensively understand long-term impacts and inform policy and

practice.

Keywords: childhood cancer, survivors, mental toughness, identity
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