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Abstract

The researcher who lives and grew up in Huaxin Street has a strong
curiosity on the ethnic group which come from Myanmar and China. Currently
there are few people who are doing research on this ethnic group. This
study aims to interview three overseas Chinese women from Myanmar who now
live in Taiwan and investigate their adaptation to Taiwan, the problem
of their identity, and their behavior of media use in order to encourage
more research on this ethnic group and show the importance of the issue
of immigration in Taiwan society.

Due to time and money constraints, this study focuses on three
Overseas Chinese from Myanmar who now 1ive in Huaxin Street in Taipei City.
The interviewees have been in Taiwan for at least five years. The
methodology of this study is to use interviewing to interview three women
as case studies, as well as to use personal participant observation in
order to summarize and analyze the Myanmar aspects of life, their values
and image. The study found out that there is relevance of female overseas
Chinese from Myanmar to adaptation to Taiwanese society, as well as to
the use of media, age, education, and personal background.

The study also found out that adaptation is relevant to the duration
of stay in Taiwan and interpersonal relationships. The identity of female
overseas Chinese differs from native Myanmar. Their culture is rooted in
the Chinese culture. Their use of media is mostly correlated to their
educational level and personal character, which in turn show the
difference of the individual’ s ability to use and interpret the media.
This creates an information gap among overseas Chinese from Myanmar
themselves and between overseas Chinese from Myanmar and native
Taiwanese.

In summary, female overseas Chinese from Myanmar who are staying in
Taiwan show a series of adaptation processes, and how Taiwanese society
and people would play an important role in accommodating future overseas
Chinese coming to Taiwan will be a direction of future research.

Key words: Myanmar Overseas Chinese, adaptation, media use, identity
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